Montshire Museum of Science

One Montshire Road 

Norwich, VT 05055

February 21, 2007

Dear Tracie,

I am excited to hear that Triebold is developing another traveling exhibit about dinosaurs. As you know, nothing brings visitors here more reliably. Not to mention the need to put the word “evolution” in front of the public as often as possible these days.

The premise of the exhibit also sounds more interesting than usual. As I understand your description, it will explain how we know what we know about the lives of dinosaurs and how this knowledge gets turned into art. I really like the idea of clarifying which elements in an artistic reconstruction are solidly supported by fossil evidence and which are educated guesses. This is something I’ve never seen in an exhibit about dinosaurs before.

As you know, we’re particularly pleased when “big bones” exhibits have some substance, as yours have in the past. We’ve often found that we need to re-write labels and supplement objects, perhaps because many of these exhibitions are produced by companies that are either run entirely by paleontologists.

 who have no idea of how to write labels for the public, or by entrepreneurs who have no idea of the interesting science that the objects demonstrate.

Larry Felder’s art, which is indeed beautiful, also seems to have more intellectual depth to it than the usual reconstructions. I was very taken with the image on his website of pterosaurs courting.

So yes, we are very interested in bringing Bring Dinosaurs to Life here. Please let me know early and often how it is progressing!

Sincerely,

Joan Waltermire

Curator of Exhibits

Montshire Museum of Science

One Montshire Road

Norwich, VT 05079
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